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The Dies Ir/e at once took rank as the first of 
the hymns of the middle ages, and has ever since 
maintained its place. It is compared by a German 
writer to a blast from the trumpet of the resurrec- 
tion. Dr. Johnson could never repeat the seventh 
stanza, without tears. Scott's spirited version of a 
portion of it, is well known. The Requiem of 
Mozart was founded upon it. The greatest com- 
posers have set it to music, and every European 
language has contributed its scores of translators. 

The authorship has been attributed by some to 
Bernard de Cluny, and by others to Thomas di 
Celano, both Franciscan monks. It is a question 
of little moment. There is enough of poetic gran- 
deur, in the depth and sublimity of the hymn 
itself, to furnish fame for both. 

It was the object of the translator, while adher- 
ing with fidelity to the text, to preserve (so far as 
he was able) its harmony and power. How far he 
has succeeded, his friends will judge. 
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DIES IR^. 9 

IV. 

Death shall die — ^fair nature too. 
When the creature ris'n anew, 
Answers to His God's review. 



V. 



HE, the fatal scroll shall spread, 
Writ with all things done or said, 
Thence to judge th' awaken'd dead. 



VI. 



Lo ! He takes his seat of light ; 
All that's dark shall leap to sight, 
Guilt, the sword of vengeance smite. 



VII. 



What shall I, then, wretched plead ? 
Who will mediate in my need, 
When the just shall scarce succeed. 



10 DIES IRj£, 



vni. 



Rex tremcndse majestatis. 
Qui salvandoB salvas gratis, 
Salva me, fons pietaiis ! 



IX. 



Recordare, Jesu pie. 
Quod sum causa tuae vise ; 
Ne me perdas ilia die I 



X. 



Quaerens me, sedisti lassus, 
Eedemisti, crucem passus : 
Tantus labor non sit cassus. 



XI. 



Juste Judex ultionis, 
Donum fac remissionis. 
Ante diem rationis. 



DIES IRjE, 1 1 



vni. 



King majestic ! Sovereign dread ! 
Saving all for whom He bled, 
Save thou me, Salvation's head ! 



IX. 



Holy Jesus ! prieele&s stay ! 
Think ! for me thy bleeding way ! 
Lose me not, upon That Day. 



X. 



Faint and weary, Thou bast sought — 
By the cross, my crown has bought ; 
Can such anguish be for naught ? 



XI. 



Oh ! avenging Jud^e severe. 
Grant remission, full and clear. 
Ere th' accounting day appear. 



12 DIES IRA*:, 

xn. 

Ingemisco tanquam reus, 
, Culpa rubet vultus mens ; 
Supplicant! parce, Deus I 

xin. 

Qui Mariam absolvisti, 
Et latronem exaudisti, 
Mihi quoque spem dedisti. 

XIV. 

Preces mese non sunt dignae, 
Sed Tu bonus fac benigne 
Ne perenui cremer igne I 

XV. 

Inter oves locum prsesta, 
Et ab hsedis me sequestra, 
Statuens in parte dextra. 
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XII. 



Like a guilty thing I moan, 
Flush'd my cheek, my sins I own, 
Hear, Oh God, thy suppliant's groan. 



xni. 



Magdalen found grace with Thee, 

So the thief upon the tree ; 

Hope too Thou hast breathed in me. 



XIV. 



Worthless are my vows, I know. 
Yet, dear Lord, thy mercy show, 
Lest I sink in endless woe. 



XV. 



From the goats my lot divide. 
With thy lambs a place provide. 
On thy right and near thy side. 



14 DIES IRjE. 



XVI. 



Confutatis maledictis, 
Flammis accribus addictis, 
Voca me cum benedictis ! 



xvn. 



Oro supplex et acclinis, 
Cor contritum quasi cinis, 
Gere curam mei finis. 



xvni. 



Lacrymosa dies ilia I 
Qua resurget ex favilla 
Judicandus homo reus ; 
Huie ergo parce, Deus ! 
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XVI. 



When th' accursed sink in shame, 
Given to tormenting flame. 
With thy blessed write my name. 



xvn. 



Bowed to Earth, I strive in prayer, 
Heart like cinders, see, I bear, 
Its last throbbing be Thy care ! 



XVIII. 



x\h 1 That Day of burning tears I 
When from ashes re- appears 
Man all guilt, his doom to bear, 
Spare him, God I in mercy spare ! 
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